
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF INTERNATIONAL
ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AND CONFLICT

Pieter Scribante – University of Pretoria
Hypothesis: Increased trade and economic integration decreases conflicts around 

the world
 No answer a first glance
 Upward trend in EIAs and Trade
 Conflict goes up and dramatically 

decreases
 What is there relationship?
 Recent event shows us that there 

might be a negative relationship 
between conflict and these economic 
variables.

Formal Economic Integration Agreements (EIA):
1-Way Preferential Trade Agreement (1-way PTA)
2-Way Preferential Trade Agreement (2-way PTA)
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
Customs Union
Common Market 
Economic Union 

Informal Economic Integration Actions:
Bilateral Trade
Multilateral trade
Monetary Integration - Exchange rate correlation
Economic Integration - IRBC Correlation   
Political Integration – UN Voting similarity

CONCLUSION
Both Trade and International Economic Integration decreases bilateral conflict
Formal EIAs are aided using Informal Integration Actions measurements
Both Bilateral and Multilateral Trade decreases bilateral conflict
Research Hypothesis holds

RESULTS
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